q American Association of Physicists in Medicine, 2013 Editor's Note: We are pleased to reprint an editorial by William R. Hendee, PhD, editor of Medical Physics, on the policy statement on radiation risks recently adopted by the International Organization for Medical Physics (IOMP). In our recent editorial entitled "Through the Looking Glass Revisited: The Need for More Meaning and Less Drama in the Reporting of Dose and Dose Reduction in CT" (1), we stressed the need for a rational and quantitatively meaningful approach to the reporting of radiation dose in computed tomography. In their policy statement on reporting risks associated with medical imaging, the IOMP goes a bit further, highlighting the substantial imprecision in estimating population cancer risk and noting the dangers of extrapolating risk estimates for radiation doses of less than 100 mSv. The IOMP further emphasizes the need to recognize the reduction in morbidity and mortality and costs associated with imaging exams when considering the issue of radiation risk. I encourage our readers and authors to read the policy statement carefully and to use it as a guide when addressing these issues in the medical literature and in their practices.
-Herbert Y. Kressel, MD
Risk of Medical Imaging
Over the past few years papers have appeared in the scientific literature that predict thousands of cancers and cancer deaths each year in populations of patients receiving medical imaging procedures (primarily computed tomography) employing ionizing radiation. The predictions in these papers are computed by estimating very small and hypothetical risks at low radiation doses and multiplying these speculative estimates by large numbers of patients experiencing medical imaging. The public media use these papers to develop print and electronic news releases that raise anxiety in parents, families and patients, at times causing them to delay or defer needed imaging procedures. Decisions to delay or defer examinations constitute real risks to patients, as contrasted with the hypothetical risks presented in the papers. Professional organizations, including the American Association of Physicists in Medicine and the Health Physics Society, have developed policy positions in an effort to illuminate the controversy over the risks of low-level radiation exposures (see URLs in the supporting documents and additional readings). Scientific advisory groups such as the International Commission on Radiological Protection, the National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements, and the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation have also addressed the controversy (see URLs in the supporting documents and additional readings). Now the International Organization for Medical Physics, representing 80 national and six regional medical physics organizations and 18 000 medical physicists worldwide, has developed its own policy statement which is reproduced below. One can only hope that the policy statements issued by these knowledgeable organizations will have some deterrent influence on the continued propagation of unsupportable cancer risk estimates related to medical imaging procedures conducted with minimum doses of radiation consistent with high quality studies.
-WilliaM r. HenDee, PHD eDitor, Medical Physics
IOMP Policy Statement
This policy statement addresses predictions of induced cancers and cancer deaths in a population of patients exposed to low doses (<100 mSv) of ionizing radiation during medical imaging procedures.
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